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We, the members of the International Association of Methodist Schools, Colleges, and
Universities (IAMSCU), decry the violations of basic human rights we see going on all over the
world. Informed by the social teachings of Jesus Christ and their implementation in the Wesleyan

and Methodist tradition, our faith will not let us remain silent.

Instead of peace, we see noncombatants being killed ruthlessly in unjust and illegal
wars.

Instead of love, we see forced deportations and kidnappings of migrants and refugees.
Instead of caring for and feeding our brothers and sisters, we see rampant starvation
and famine.

Instead of justice, we see unjust and illegal imprisonments.

Instead of basic health care and preventive measures, we see out of control disease.
Instead of caring for the environment, we see flagrant disregard for the care of the earth.
Instead of education, we see schools being destroyed, children being killed in warfare,
and governments intruding into teaching, learning, and research.

Instead of providing for just societies, we see despotic and autocratic political leaders
engaged in self-aggrandizing corruption at the expense of their people, and oppression
of the poor and downtrodden for the benefit of the wealthy.

These examples of inhumane treatment can be found all over the world, and they ignore the

Biblical and Gospel mandates as well as the tenets of the world's great religions: love of the

neighbor, justice, care of the poor and oppressed, and the steadfast belief in the sanctity of life.
They violate the call of Jesus to do unto others as we would have them do unto us: “Inasmuch as
you have done it unto the least of these, you have done it unto me” (Matthew 25:40). All of which

leads us to call on the political leaders of the world:

to strive for the welfare of their people;

to implement ceasefires and work for a just peace;

to relieve starvation and allow humanitarian aid where it is so desperately needed,;
to promote initiatives and policies that protect the environment and our natural
resources for future generations;

to cease governmental intrusion into teaching, learning, and research;

to stop the destruction and oppression that accompany warfare and corruption;
and to allow the basic human rights characteristic of a just society.

We cannot and we will not remain silent in the face of the injustices we see all around us,
for such is our Christian vocation and calling. We urge others to join us in this quest to stand up for
peace, justice, and human rights and to set the example called for in our faith tradition.



